
NEWSLETTER HOLIDAY 2014 
2014 Holiday Newsletter Events at the Museum 

 
The Holiday Season is fast approaching! All of us here at the Museum are preparing for 
our busiest season and all the February festivities. Our fall season kicked off with our 
annual Volunteer Barbeque banquet on November 1, 2014. This event takes place each 
year to honor our many volunteers that contribute so much time and effort in making 
our Museum successful.  The meal was catered by The Junction Inn at the Museum.  The 
owners of the restaurant, Patrick and Crystal Mitchell, are to be commended for the 
wonderful meal they provided.  The barbeque was delectable, the sides were excellent, 

and Crystal’s home-made strawberry cake was divine! 
Although it was one of the coldest days we have had so 
far and there were three major SEC football games             
being played that night, the turnout was good with 68  
people in attendance.  The highlight of the Volunteer 
Barbeque is always the drawing for the gun raffle. 
Thanks to everyone for                    
supporting this annual fund 
raiser – especially Bass Pro 
Shop for giving us a great 
discount on the two over and 

under shotguns for the raffle.  The winners of this year’s raffle 
were: Jason Overton of  
Bolivar, Tennessee, an employee of one of our sponsors,                   
The Bank of Fayette County, and, Mr. John Lotton of Cedar 
Lake, Indiana, the great grandson of the artist Iwan Lotton 
who painted several of the paintings we have displayed in the 
Museum.  Congratulations! 
 
The Volunteers of the Year, which were recognized during the 
event, were Rex Brotherton, Mrs. Hazel Smith, and Mrs. Jean 
Shearon. Rex Brotherton, husband of director Tonya               
Brotherton, put in many hours this past year painting,                  
repairing, working on new displays, and just being there to 
help do whatever needs to be done. Mrs. Hazel Smith, from 
Grand Junction, is always on call to help whenever the need 
arises. And, last but not least, Mrs. Gene Shearon, also from 
Grand Junction, is our silver trophy polishing expert.  Each of the volunteers was      
awarded a $20.00 gift card from Tractor Supply and their names will be added to the 
Volunteer of the Year plaque prominently displayed in the Museum.  A special word of 
thanks also goes out to  Mrs. Mary Jo Gordon of Grand Junction who helped with all the 
extra decorations and also with a generous donation for door prizes to make the event all 
the more fun. The next event scheduled at the Museum will be the AFTCA banquet on 
December 8th, 2014.  We are certainly looking forward to seeing all of our friends                  
associated with that organization!  We will also be hosting the Grand Junction Ruritan 
Christmas Banquet the next night, December 9th. 
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Above: BDF Executive Director, 
Tonya Brotherton with winner      

Jason Overton. Below:  Shotgun 
Drawing winner, John Lotton. 



  
I want to wish everyone a Happy Holiday Season on behalf of the Bird Dog Museum and our 
staff who run the museum on a day-to-day basis.  Tonya Brotherton and our staff, who work with 
her, have done a great job.  I am very proud of them for all the hard work and effort that they put 
in.  I know that they rely heavily on the volunteers in the community and I believe that the               
barbeque that we had on November 1, 2014 to honor the volunteers was very  successful.                           
Congratulations to the two individuals who won the guns that were provided to us by                           
Bass Pro Shop.   
  
Rick Smith has done a wonderful job with his seminars and everyone, who has a dog that was 
part of that seminar, will find out that their dog is in much better competitive shape after they 
have been in Rick's seminar.  My thanks go out to Rick for all of the work that he does and the 
donations that come into the Bird Dog Foundation.   
  
I want to thank Tonya for all the work that she had done with the President's Council and the 
money that has been raised.  I know that the money is now over $20,000 and I want to thank all 
of the individuals who were kind enough to provide money for the President's Council, which 
allows us to collect much needed money to keep the Bird Dog Museum and the Foundation in 
good financial shape.   
  
As we come into the holiday season, I want everyone to keep an eye on the gift shop and,      
hopefully, make purchases from the gift shop or from the website set forth on the newsletter since 
we have some wonderful selections.   
  
I am looking forward to the first weekend in February with the induction ceremonies.                                           
Congratulations to all the people and dogs elected to the Bird Dog Hall of Fame.  It is always a 
very special day on the Saturday before the National Championship starts and I know that there 
will be a lot of great stories and tears by the people who are inducted.  Hopefully, everybody will 
be able to come out on that day and honor the folks and dogs inducted into the Hall of Fame.  I 
look forward to seeing everyone.  
  
Again, job well done by our staff.  I am very proud of everybody and all of our                                 
volunteers.  Keep up the good work!   
  
Cheers, 
  
Don 
 

From the Desk of the President 

Don Driggers 
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Rick Smith Seminar 
 

A special thank-you goes out from the Museum to Mr. Rick 
Smith who held a sporting dog training seminar at Dancyville, 
Tennessee on September 20th and 21st, 2014.  The seminar was 
held at the Brownsville Field Trial clubhouse and was hosted by 
Blake Kukar and assisted by Nick Thompson. Proceeds from this 
event were donated to the Brittany Endowment.  Beautiful fall 
weather, good attendance, and Rick’s amazing talent insured suc-
cess.  The Museum provided lunches during the two day event, 
sponsored by the Bank of Fayette County.  Representatives from 
the Museum were on hand to witness the remarkable difference 

two days of intense training has on 
the dogs involved.  The owners and 
handlers learned a few things too!   

 

Be sure to look for Rick’s seminars when they come to your ar-
ea!  He doesn’t guarantee a field trial win after your dog com-
pletes his course, but there is no doubt that you will see a vast 
difference in your dog’s attitude and abilities.  Visit his website 
at www.Huntsmith.com . We appreciate all of Rick’s efforts on               
behalf of the Bird Dog Foundation and the Bird Dog Museum.   

L-R: Bob Bertram, artist & student, John Rex Gates, 

Hall of Fame Inductee, supporter, friend,                  

handler, etc. and Rick Smith, trainer and instructor.  

http://www.ricksmithseminars.com
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The President’s Counsel  
 

This year, the Museum initiated the                    
President’s Counsel for individuals and                 
businesses that have been, and continue to be, 
some of the most loyal supporters of the Bird 
Dog Foundation.  Members of the President’s 
Counsel are asked to make an annual donation 
of $1,000 which is to be held in a special                
account and used at the discretion of the Board 
of Directors for special projects at the                   
Museum.  Membership in this Counsel will        
entitle the donors to special recognition at the 

Museum, a special invitation to the Hall of Fame    inductions, a special discount 
at the Museum Gift Shop, and other special benefits.  We here at the Museum are 
very grateful to the twenty individuals and businesses that have so generously giv-
en so far to make this effort a success.  These members are: 
 
                                          Rex and Tonya Brotherton 
                                          McCall Wilson, Bank of Fayette County 
                                          Dennis Dean 
                                          Capt. Gary Lockee 
                                          Mrs. Sally Lockee 
                                          Mrs. Thomas V.H. Vail 
                                          Mrs. Frank Alexander 
                                          Kent Sweezey 
                                          Dr. Frank Chesno 
                                          Jean L. Chesno 
                                          Barbara Walters 
                                          Pat McKnight 
                                          Nathan and Patte Titus 
                                          Gary Chesno 
                                          Ted Baker 
                                          Linda, Tom, Adam & Hillary Dixon 
                                          Dr. Betsy Grier 
                                          AND 3 Anonymous Donors 
 
The balance of this account as of December 2nd, 2014, plus accrued interest                 
earned on the funds, is:  $20,005.60  
 
Again, we thank these members for their support!  You too can become a member!                       

If you are interested in pledging your support, please call Executive Director                
Tonya Brotherton at 731-764-2058 for more information.   
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SPECIAL  visitors 

Above: Harold Ray, inducted into 
the Hall of Fame in 2006,                 

made a visit to the Bird Dog  
         Museum on July 31, 2014.  

 

All of our visitors here at the Museum are special, 
but we have had some very interesting people 
through our doors in the past few months. One of 
those “special” visitors was Knute Swensen from 
Huntington Beach, California.  Mr. Swensen just 
happens to be the great-grandson of the famous 
James Monroe Avent.  If you will remember your 
“birddog history” you know that “Jim” Avent was the 
outstanding dog trainer and handler of the late 
1800’s and early 1900’s.  His dogs, including “Sioux” 
won 8 National Championships at Grand Junction.   

Above: Knute Swenson shown on the front porch of the 
former Avent home in Hickory Valley, TN. 

Right: Another one of those special         

visitors was John & Deborah Lotton. 
John is the grandson of artist Iwan   

Lotton. There are several paintings by 
Iwan Lotton throughout the Museum 
and two are pictured here with John.  

John was also one of the fortunate            
winners of the shotgun drawing held on 

November 1st. 

Right: Bill Ames, 
descendant of           
Hobart Ames,             
visited the Bird 
Dog Museum and  
also The Ames 
Plantation on            
November  22nd. 
This was his first 
visit to both               
institutions. Bill 
said he works on 
his family history. 
We look forward 
to hearing more 
from him in the 
future.                 

Above:  Linda and Mitch Patterson of  
Addison, IL, visited the Bird Dog                
Museum on November 23, 2014. Linda 
and her daughter, Jennifer,  made history 
as the only mother daughter Dual               
Champion  Chesapeakes ever to compete 
together at the Nat’l Retriever Champion-
ship level. Their dog, Dual CH & AFC 
JJ’s Jessie CD was  inducted into the               
Retriever Hall of Fame in 2013. 



   WINNER selected for the  
Museum Logo Contest 

 
Artist Greg Blair of  
Menomonee Falls,  

Wisconsin submitted the winning logo 
design for the New BDF Logo contest. 
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Do Your Christmas Shopping Here! 
 

Come to the Museum or shop online at www.birddogfoundation.com for that special holiday 
gift!  We have a new shipment of t-shirts, vests, and caps in a variety of colors with the new 
museum logo.  For the more “elegant” shopper, a wide assortment of pewter items, tapestries, 

and prints are available. And, we also have a new selection of books for that special one on your 
list.  In addition to these, we have stocked the gift shop with many other interesting, affordable 

items that are sure to please everyone on Santa’s list. Your support will be appreciated!                     
Merry Christmas!   

Museum “Paw-liday” Fundraiser 
 
The Museum has initiated a new Holiday fund raiser that is sure to be a 
hit with dog lovers everywhere!  You can honor your canine                      
companion, past or present, with special recognition. We are building a 
“Paw-liday” Christmas tree made entirely of paw prints which will be  
displayed in our Museum lobby.  For a $5.00  donation, you can honor 
your favorite dog with a paw print on the tree. You and your dog’s name 
will also be included in our Winter Newsletter. Send your dog’s name, 
address, and any special information you would like to  include along 
with your $5.00 donation to: 
 
                 Bird Dog Museum- P.O. Box 774- Grand Junction, Tennessee  38039  

Happy Paw-lidays 

Other News of Interest 
The next time you visit Grand Junction, you will be greeted at the corner of Highway 57 and 18 by a beautiful 
new fieldstone entrance sign welcoming you to “The Bird Dog Capital of the World.”   We commend Capt. Gary 
Lockee for his dedicated efforts to complete this construction project. It is a magnificent asset to the Grand   
Junction community! 
The staff continues to make improvements on the grounds and inside the Museum to enhance your next visit.     
Be sure to look for the new displays and interpretations currently underway.  We want to make every visit to our 

facility a learning experience.  Come see us – soon!   
 

We wish all of our visitors, patrons, and friends a very Merry Christmas                     
and a Happy New Year!   

 

http://www.birddogfoundation.com
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