HOLIDAY 2015
NEWSLETTER
Greetings from the Executive Director
Hello everyone! This is my favorite time of year – FALL! It seems that every leaf is a
colorful flower. It is the season for making warm memories with good company and great
times. It’s time to pull out the fall sweaters for cool misty mornings and crisp cold nights.
It’s time for football games, quail hunts, hay rides, and Thanksgiving – and we have so
much to be grateful for! Our farmers are in the midst of a bountiful harvest and our
changing fall colors have been fabulous. Before we know it, the Christmas season will be
upon us!

“Pawliday” Tree

We plan on having the “Pawliday” Tree again this
year at the Museum and encourage you to
participate!
The Pawliday Tree is one of our
annual fundraisers and was a great success last
year. We build a tree out of paw prints and each
one has a dog’s name on it. You can help build our tree with a paw
print with YOUR dog’s name printed on it for a $5.00 donation per
dog. You can purchase as many dog paws for our tree as you wish
and we would love to have a photograph of your dog to attach to his
paw. The Pawliday Tree will be on display here at the Museum, and
your lucky dog’s name will be listed in our next newsletter. SO,
please help us out! See the form located in this newsletter that we
will need you to complete to get all the vital information about your
dog. Give us a call or e-mail me at cottonquaildog@att.net if you
have any questions.

TOPLESS EVENT ENDS BEFORE COLD WEATHER BEGINS
I am SO VERY HAPPY to report that our topless
event is over! Our new roof has been installed and
things are beginning to get back to normal – that
is, if there is such a thing! This project has been a
long and rough road for us here at the Museum for
the past few months. All the displays had to be
removed, stored, or covered with plastic until the
new roof was in place. As the roof was finished,
all the Museum items had to be cleaned and the
displays replaced. Of course this was the best
time to paint and spruce the place up a bit, so over
half the Museum has a fresh coat of paint – thanks
to our great volunteers! Stop by and see us and I
think you will notice and be pleased with our
improvements and new displays.
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From the Desk of the President
The museum had a busy summer, culminating in a new roof being installed over all of our buildings in order to protect our precious assets
and artifacts. We began work on the new roof the second week in July
and we completed the work in mid-September. The staff did a
fantastic job in protecting all of our artifacts, paintings and pictures
while the roof project was in progress. We had no damage to our
Don Driggers
valuable artifacts and that was a direct result of the work done by the
staff. We now have a new roof to protect our assets from the elements and weather. During this
time, the museum was closed, in order to protect the artifacts, and at the same time, protect the
safety of the public who may have come into the museum while this work was in progress.
Good job by our staff! Well done!
I am sad to report that Roy Pelton, a long time Board member, has died. Roy was on assignment
for Purina at Delmar Smith’s Kennels in Oklahoma when he had a heart attack. He was a
tremendous supporter of the Bird Dog Hall of Fame, was on the Board for many years and was
involved with sporting dogs and horses through the years with his involvement with the various
breeds. Roy will be sorely missed.
In addition, two long time Board members, Charles Hays and Bob Iversen, are retiring from the
Board. I want to thank them for their many years of service. They were very valuable Board
members and although they will retire from the Board, I believe they will continue to contribute
as we move forward with our various projects.

It is an exciting time of the year in West Tennessee in the fall with our dogs and horses. There is
water fowl, turkey, bird and deer hunting in west Tennessee. I hope that everybody enjoys their
outdoor activities, but at the same time, remember to be safe. The use of guns and horses is a
great pleasurable activity, but we have to remind ourselves that there is some risk involved
unless we are careful and follow safety rules.
Our gift shop has been revamped and we have many new shiny items. We have the holiday
season coming up and we invite everybody to come into the museum and at the same time, visit
our gift shop. If you are in the west Tennessee area, in addition to visiting our museum, you
should plan on visiting the Ames Plantation, which is just a few miles away and at the same
time, the National Headquarters for Ducks Unlimited is in Germantown, Tennessee and new
pyramid building built by Bass Pro Shop is in Memphis. At the time you visit the pyramid
building in Memphis, you might want to visit the Peabody Hotel. In and around 5:00 in the
afternoon, the ducks come in off the roof, go down the red carpet and go into the fountain
located in the lobby of the Peabody Hotel. You can make a day or two trip to west Tennessee
and visit all of these great places.
The first Saturday of February, which is February 6, 2016, is our induction ceremonies for
people and dogs that will be inducted into the Bird Dog Hall of Fame. I invite everybody to
attend. It is a grand time with an opportunity to see people who have devoted their lives to the
sport and at the same time, get to recognize dogs that have performed fabulously in the field.
We look forward to seeing everyone at the museum during the holiday season and hopefully , we

will see you at the induction ceremonies.
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THE PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL
I would like to thank all of those who
have renewed their President’s Council
membership this year! You are a very
special group of people whose support
we cherish! President’s Council
members support the
Bird Dog Foundation with an annual gift
of $1,000 or more. These funds are
placed in a special account and will be
used at the discretion of the Board for
worthwhile projects at the Museum.
The account now has a balance of over
$37,000! In each newsletter we
highlight a member of this
prestigious group.

For our Fall 2015 Newsletter, we would
like to recognize Mr. Thomas V.H. and Iris
J. Vail of Chagrin Fall, Ohio.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Vail enjoy English
Springer Spaniels and field trial
competition. Mr. Thomas Vail was
inducted into the Springer Spaniel
Hall of Fame in 2009.

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Vail
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GIFT SHOP CHANGES & RECENT EVENTS AT THE MUSEUM
Just as Autumn has made some changes around us, our new
gift shop manager, Cissye Pierce, has made some nice
changes in our gift shop. She has been busy updating our
gift inventory each week – just in time for the Christmas
season! We have the perfect gift for the hunter, dog
enthusiast, or for just about anyone on your Christmas list.
We are so happy to have Cissye on our team at the Museum!
She is married to Larry Pierce and they have three children
and several grandchildren. Larry and Cissye make their
home in nearby Saulsbury, Tennessee and are members of
Saulsbury Baptist Church. Cissye is also very active in our
county with historical organizations and projects such as the
Association for the Preservation of Tennessee
Antiquities (APTA) and the Heritage Festival each year
at the Ames Plantation .
“Cissye” Pierce

German Shorthaired Pointer Event
On June 13th, 2015 the Museum
hosted the German Shorthaired
Pointer meeting and dinner.
The GSP group had a special
unveiling ceremony that day for
the German Shorthaired bronze
statue entitled “Sportsmanship.”
The bronze is a beautiful
addition to the entry way to
the Museum. The event was
catered by Catherine Bowling
Dean of Me and My Tearoom
of Dancyville, Tennessee and
was paid for by Mr. Keith
Richardson. A sincere thanks
goes out to Catherine and Mr.
Richardson for making this
such a special event. We
would also like to thank Mr.
Gene Mosley for coordinating
the fund raising effort and
construction of the bronze.
We also appreciate the special
efforts of Mr. Andy Gerdes for
organizing the GSP Hall of
Fame section of the Museum.
Left: L-R: Gene Mosley & Andy Gerdes
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National Bird Hunter’s Association Event~ July 25, 2015
Due to the installation of our new roof at the Museum, the National Bird Hunter’s
Association meeting was held in July at the historic Ames Plantation’s Bryan Hall. The
meal was provided by Catherine Bowling Dean of Me and My Tearoom. Approximately
90 people were in attendance. Tim Penn and Kevin Webster of the NBHA came ready to
work on their space at the Museum. We appreciate their efforts!

SPECIAL VISITORS AT THE MUSEUM

All of our Museum visitors are special, but some
have a particularly interesting story to tell.
Mr. Collier Smith and his wife Suzanne of
Hurtsboro, Alabama were recent Sunday afternoon
visitors. Mr. Smith has had an illustrious career in
birddog training and is well known in “birddog
circles.” He was elected this year into The Field Trial
Hall of Fame and will be inducted in the February
2016 ceremonies. Congratulations to Mr. Smith
and his family!
Mr. Lamar Underwood from Pennington, NJ was
also a recent visitor. Mr. Underwood edited
The Bobwhite Quail Book, which was first
published in 1980. The book is a collection of
bird hunting stories by famous writers such as
Robert Ruark, Gene Hill, Nash Buckingham,
Havilah Babcock & Archibald Rutledge. We are
fortunate to have several copies of his book in
the Museum library. This is a great book!
We recommend that you find a copy, sit by the
fire and read it on a cold winter night. Mr. Bob
Stewart of Chadds Ford, PA came with Mr.
Underwood and also received a special tour of
the Museum. Mr. Stewart is an artist and enjoyed
seeing the many paintings on exhibit at the
Museum. Hopefully, Mr. Stewart was inspired to
paint an entire series of sporting dog works. We
would love to include them on our Museum tour!

Above: Mr. Lamar Underwood (at left) and
Mr. Bob Stewart.
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RECENT EVENTS AT THE MUSEUM
Volunteer Stew Supper

L-R: Rex Brotherton & Tim Weatherly
stirring the stew.

Our Annual Volunteer Stew Supper was also held
November 7, 2015. This event is held each fall to honor our
many volunteers, friends, and supporters that each contribute
their time to make the Museum successful throughout the year.
Without the help of our volunteers, many of the events held at
the Museum would be impossible to organize and staff. The
stew was provided by one of our volunteers – Tim Weatherly.
Tim used a “secret” family recipe for the stew and cooked it on
site in a huge black iron pot that has been a family heirloom
for over 150 years. Thanks, Tim! The stew was delicious!
Larry Pierce and Rex Brotherton also volunteered as “official
pot stirrers.” Thanks also to Cissye for cooking some of the
ingredients for the stew, the cornbread, and some of the
desserts. My rum cake was also a big hit with those with a
“sweet tooth.”

A special thanks also goes out to Barbara
Sweeney and Lucy Cogbill for their invaluable
help. There was a three way tie for the
“Volunteer of the Year Award.” Mrs. Mary Jo
Gordon of Grand Junction, Richard Todd from
Louisiana (who provided our Crawfish Boil
earlier this year), and Clay Brotherton, my
son, were the recipients of the award this
year. Approximately 100 people were in
attendance to enjoy the event.
In conjunction with the Volunteer Stew Supper, the annual drawing for two shotguns was held the
night of the supper. This year we had two special guns – a Beretta Silver Pigeon 12 gauge over and
under shotgun and a Remington Automatic waterfowl gun. Rex Brotherton, my husband,
purchased the very first ticket and Dr. Fred Corder of Corinth, Mississippi purchased the 100 th
ticket. Over $9,000 in tickets were sold. Mr. Scott Harris, from Hickory Valley, TN won the Beretta
and Mr. Ray Jennings of Washington, PA won the Remington. We appreciate everyone who
purchased a ticket! Congratulations to these two well deserving winners!

Left: Rex Brotherton with the Drawing’s 1st Ticket and (right)
Dr. Fred Corder who purchased the 100th ticket.
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Above: L-R: BDF Executive Director; Tonya
Brotherton and her “little man”, Garrett, &
drawing winner; Mr. Scott Harris.
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RECENT EVENTS AT THE MUSEUM
Capt. Lockee’s 93rd
In the midst of the roof replacement, the Museum
sponsored a special birthday celebration for Capt.
Gary Lockee on Sunday, August 9th. Mr. Lockee is
one of the founders of the Museum and is an
amazing 93 years young! The event was well
attended by his many friends and acquaintances.
We appreciate Mr. Lockee’s continued interest and
support of the Museum and the Bird Dog
Foundation!
Blue Devils Class Reunion Event
We kicked off the fall season by
hosting the Grand Junction Blue
Devils’ High School Classes of 1951
through 1956 Reunion on October 3rd,
2015. The weather was gorgeous and
there was a good turnout for the event.
The Blue Devils were the first to
enjoy our newly repainted and
reorganized Banquet Hall at the
Museum. The meal was catered by
Mr. Herbert Perkins and his wife who
provided delicious Memphis style
bar-be-que. Cissye Pierce provided the
sides. Cissye has helped to organize
this reunion for several years and
continues to do an excellent job.

Christmas Open House

Below, L-R: Renee Houston, Tonya Brotherton,
Cissye Pierce, Barbara Sweeney & Ms. Tommie Smith.

The Museum

held its “first annual” gift
shop open house on November 12, 2015.
Our gift shop was well stocked for those
wanting to get a “jump-start” on
purchasing gifts for the holiday season.
The event was held to remind our local
people that those special gifts could be
found right here at their community
Bird Dog Museum! The event was
well-attended by over 90 shoppers and
sales were brisk! A special thanks is
extended to all those who came and
supported this event.
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YOUNGEST MEMBER OF
THE BIRDDOG FOUNDATION
Our youngest Birddog Foundation member,
Maximus Saxton, of Austin, Texas will be turning
three years old on December 8th. Maximus
represents the future of our great sporting dog
traditions! In the photograph at left, Maximus is
brushing up on his riding skills to prepare for
future field trial events.
Happy Birthday, Maximus!
Also pictured is Maeve, another young sporting
dog enthusiast whose Dad
and brother recently visited
the Museum. Maeve is
pictured with her German
Shorthair Pointer named
“Fancy”. She truly loves
her pets. We won’t be
surprised to see her down
the road at future sporting
dog events!
NEW EXHIBIT AT THE MUSEUM

We were excited to receive an antique gun
cabinet last month from Mr. John Burrow of
South Fulton, Tennessee. The beautiful
hexagonal gun case (circa 1890 – 1910) was
originally used in the Bennett Hardware store
in Fulton, Kentucky to exhibit new guns for
sale. One can only imagine the Parkers and
other fine guns that the case originally
contained! John Burrow’s father, Mac N.
Burrow, obtained the case from the store in
1951. It has remained in the Burrow family
until this year when it was donated by Mr.
John Burrow and his wife Cathy. Mr. Burrow’s
son, Brent (wife Joanna) and daughter, Bonita
(husband Terry Buppo) were also supportive
in the donation of this fine
family heirloom. We would
also like to thank Capt.
Gary and Mrs. Sally Lockee
for donating four antique
guns for the new exhibit.
Pictured at Right: BDF Executive
Director; Ms. Tonya Brotherton &
Founder & Former BDF
President, Capt. (RET)
Garette Lockee.
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NEW FIELD TRIAL HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES
The Bird Dog Foundation would like to congratulate the
following 2015 Field Trial Hall of Fame Inductees who will be
honored at the Induction ceremony on February 6th, 2016:
POINTER AND SETTER FIELD TRIAL HALL OF FAME
People: Collier Smith, Dr. Ron Deal and Dave Hughes
Dogs: Erin’s Bad River (Owner; Sean Derrig)
BRITTANY FIELD TRIAL HALL OF FAME
People: Jim Leverich and Tom Milam
Dogs:
Lane’s End Bowtie Annie (Owners; Tom & Judy Robin)
RETRIEVER FIELD TRIAL HALL OF FAME
People: Ron Ainley and John Parrott
Dogs: Rebel Chief of Herber (Owner; Gus Rathert)
Nick of Time Lone Ranger (Owners; Charles Hines III & Linda Lancaster)

ENGLISH SPRINGER SPANIEL FIELD TRIAL HALL OF FAME
People: Tom Meyer
Dogs: FC AFC Raintree’s Sassy Lady (Owners; Dean Reinke & Catherine L. Lewis)

GERMAN SHORTHAIRED POINTER FIELD TRIAL HALL OF FAME

People: Don Miner (Deceased)
Dogs: Uodibar’s Koonas (Owner; Don Coller & Owner/Handler; John Rabidou)
Von Thalberg Fritz II (Owner; Don Miner)
COCKER SPANIEL FIELD TRIAL HALL OF FAME
People: Harold Bixby
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We

were all saddened to receive the news
that one of our long time board members, Mr.
Roy Pelton, passed away on September 19,
2015. We will miss his smile and encouraging
words. I could always count on Mr. Roy for
sound advice when there was a problem. Our
“conference table” was the kitchen table at
the Museum, and we have spent many hours
together discussing plans to improve the
Museum. He loved the sporting dog world and
the people that make it special. He will surely
be missed here at Grand Junction and in his
community of Sulphur Springs, Texas.

MR. ROY PELTON

UPCOMING EVENTS


AFTCA Banquet: The Amateur Field Trial Club of America, Region 6, will be held December 7th, 2015 here
at the Museum. This event is always well attended and we look forward to visiting with our old friends from
the AFTCA!



Ruritan Christmas Gathering: The Grand Junction Ruritan Club will have their annual Christmas
program and banquet here at the Museum on December 8 th, 2015. Patrick Mitchell, with the Junction Inn Café
will be catering the event. The Grand Junction Elementary School children will once again provide the evening
entertainment.



Episcopal Christmas Fellowship: The Episcopal Church of Bolivar, Tennessee will hold their Christmas
fellowship here at the Museum on December 12 th, 2015. Rev. Barney Gordon of the Episcopal congregation,
and a resident of Grand Junction, is looking forward to showing off the Museum to his congregation!



2015-16 Art Contest: The Bird Dog Foundation is also once again sponsoring the Annual Youth Art
Contest. Entries must be received no later than January 15 th, 2016. By sponsoring this contest, the Bird Dog
Foundation seeks to educate and inspire young artist to use their talents in creating a visual story about
sporting dogs, waterfowl and game birds, wildlife and wildlife habitat, and the outdoors in general.
All students grades K through 12, whether in public, private, or home schools, are encouraged to enter. Rules
for the contest are also found at www.birddogfoundation.com under the “Art and Essay Contests” section.
Cash prizes will be awarded to the winners.



2015-16 Essay Contest: The Bird Dog Foundation will be accepting essays for the annual Essay Contest
for college bound high school seniors through April 15, 2016. The essay should be 900 to 1,000 words in
length on a wide range of topics. The rules and a list of topics for the essay contest can be downloaded from
our website www.birddogfoundation.com under the “Art and Essay Contests” section. There are no entry fees
or charges whatsoever to enter this contest. All high school seniors residing in Tennessee, Mississippi, and
Arkansas and who are planning on attending an accredited college or university are eligible to enter. The first
place award is $1,500 and the second place award is $1,000.
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“Memorials & Honorariums”
The Bird Dog Foundation has received memorials for the following supporters and friends:
Felix Mock
Dr. John Morgan
Robert Webb
Wen Pertel
Maxine Stoll
Ruth McGee
Bill Kolstad
Hal Nichols
Dan Langhans
Alma Lalley

Bill Bowen
Ed Gibson
Irwin Purtell
James Page
John Banard
Kippy Swingle
John Cavanaugh
Steve Taylor
Gordon Harris
John Kelley

Ruth Lunsford
Bob Crenshaw
Betty Walley
Dr. Tom Flanagan
Roy Pelton
Julian Fleming
Bill Allen
H. R. McCray, Jr

A Dog Memorial has been given for “Tish” (Elise & Joey McAlexander).
Honorariums have been received for Captain Garette Lockee.
Life Patron Memberships have been awarded to Eddie Gibbs, Gerry MacKenzie.
Patron Memorial plaques for Mary Lou Bath, Milton Burris, Tom Hance are displayed at the
Bird Dog Foundation’s facilities.
For more information on the Life Patron or Patron Memorial plaque programs, contact Tonya Brotherton,
731-764-2058 or sportdog@bellsouth.net .

*****

*****

*****

*****

*****

*****

*****

If you wish to send a simple gift in honor or in memory of a special person or dog, please complete and return.
In honor / In memory
(circle one)

Name _______________________________________________________

Additional Information _________________________________________

Donor’s Name ________________________________________

Amount enclosed_________________

Address _______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Phone ______________________________ e-mail ___________________________________________
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FIELD TRIAL HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE,
DR. JOHN MORGAN, PASSES AWAY
As we were about to send out our
newsletter we received some more sad news
that our good friend and husband of past BDF
Board Member Debarah Morgan passed away
peacefully. Dr. Morgan was a great friend and
supporter of the National Bird Dog Museum.
Dr. Morgan was in the veterinary practice.
He founded Cary Street Veterinary Hospital
along with the Poodle Parlor which he owned
and operated for 50 years before retiring. His
passion was owning and training Labrador
Retrievers. He was elected into the
Retriever Field Trial Hall of Fame in 1996.
Dr. John Morgan standing in front of
The Bird Dog Museum in 1996.

More New Additions and Changes at the Museum

Above: Refreshed Gift Shop.
Below: Newly donated serving wagon.

Above: The new wall mural in the GSP
section of the Sporting Dog Wing.
Below: A new custom built display case
graces the front Museum Room & provides
better protection for the celebrity hat exhibit.

Above:
Gray Fox on loan from
Mr. Hill.
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