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Hello everyone! It is that time of year when our calendars seem to kick into high gear as 

the holiday and field trial seasons arrive. It is the season of harvest as we enjoy those 

tasty apple and pumpkin dishes, as well as falling leaves, oversized sweaters, football 

games, mocha lattes, and warm cozy fires. Fall is a favorite season for many, particularly 

if they live in the warmer climates, where they are relieved to feel the first cool breezes 

that herald a respite from summer heat and the dry season.  

This is also the season of thankfulness, therefore I want to let all of the museumõs 

sponsors, friends, supporters, and volunteers know how grateful we are for each of you.  

Our annual 2018 Gun Raffle is currently in progress, so if you would like to participate 

and have not received tickets yet, please contact the museum at 731 -764 -2058. There will 

be two prizes this year. The gun this year is a Beretta 690 Field III 12 -gauge over and 

under shotgun with 28ó barrels and beautiful engraving. We will also soon be starting this 

yearõs Pawliday Tree Christmas fundraiser. 

Sit back and relax and let me catch you up on what is happening here at the National Bird 

Dog Museum. I hope you enjoy the newsletter!  

Tonya Brotherton  

Executive Director  
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The fall season has finally arrived in west Tennessee which brings beautiful 

weather and fall foliage. Our dog owners will be able to use their dogsô 

talents as well as their own to enjoy waterfowl and upland game hunting. In 

addition, dove, turkey and deer seasons are fast approaching. It is a 

wonderful time of year to get outside, take trips, and to visit the Bird Dog 

Hall of Fame to learn about our rich outdoor traditions and bird hunting 

history. The National Bird Dog Museum has a wonderful staff that will give 

you a first class tour of the facility. The museum has convenient hours, 

particularly on the weekends. 

I am very saddened to report that Don Driggers, a friend and Board 

Member of the National Bird Dog Museum, has passed away. Don was very 

active with the museum.  He was also an avid duck hunter and loved to train 

for and compete with the AKC field trials throughout the country.  He was 

an ardent supporter of the museum and he will be missed. 

I am also saddened to report that the museum family has lost another 

member. Board Member Jim Crouse died in an ATV accident on August 9, 

2018. Jim was a school teacher, principal, and coach, and as such has 

touched many lives. He was an avid horseman and loved the field trials that 

he participated in with his brother, Mike Crouse. 

Also, I want to remind everyone that our Hall of Fame activities will be in 

February and everyone is invited to attend. 

 

Mark Medford 

President 

 

 

 

From the  

Desk of the  

President  
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2018 Presidentôs Council Members 

Dr. Davey Deal 

Dr. Ron Deal 

Don Driggers 

Fred Kampo 

Gary Lockee 

Sally Lockee 

Pat McKnight 

Keith Richardson 

Delmar Smith 

Rick Smith 

Nathan & Patte Titus 

Iris Vail 

Thomas V.H. Vail 

McCall Wilson (The Bank of Fayette County) 

THE PRESIDENTôS COUNCIL 

The Presidentôs Council is a very special group of people whose support the National Bird Dog 

Museum greatly appreciates. They are among the most loyal and dedicated supporters of the 

museum. Presidentôs Council members support the museum with an annual gift of $1,000 or more. 

These funds are placed in a special account and are used at the discretion of the Board of Directors 

for projects supporting the Bird Dog Foundation. Presidentôs Council members are permanently 

displayed on a plaque in the lobby of the museum and are listed in every museum newsletter. Also, 

in each newsletter we put the spotlight on one of the members to provide our readers with a little 

information about these great benefactors of the bird hunting and field trial sports. 

о 

Brodyõs artwork  



Presidentôs Council  

Spotlight  

Delmar Smith is one of the most renowned dog trainers in the United States. He was born 

in 1926 in Big Cabin, Oklahoma. Delmar attended his first field trial before he was even 

born ñwhen his mother Vinnie was expecting him in 1925. Delmar married Jeanne 

Epperson, the daughter of longtime Oklahoma dog trainer Dutch Epperson and they had 

three sons ñMark, Rick, and Tom. Mark passed away as a teenager, but both Rick and Tom 

have followed in their fatherõs footsteps, establishing themselves as very successful dog 

trainers. Delmar lost his wife in 1993.  

Delmar has won five National Brittany Championships, three of them with Towsey, and five 

United States Brittany Championships. He was the driving force behind the International 

Endurance Shooting Dog Championship. After his retirement from active field trial 

handling, he began giving bird dog training seminars along with his sons, Rick and Tom. 

These seminars continue today. Delmar was inducted into the Pointer/Setter Hall of Fame 

in 1998 and into the Brittany Hall of Fame in 2000. Delmar has a passion for the field trial 

sport which can be summed up in his own words: òField trailing is one of the greatest 

sports of all. The people involved have a feeling for the land, game birds and animals.ó 

Second only to Delmarsõs love of bird dogs is his love of rodeo competition. Delmar has 

been the Timed Event Championship Rodeoõs gateman (or chute master) for 33 years. 

Delmar is 92 years young and still perches comfortably in a padded chair above the chutes. 

Delmar says the making of a champion is òThey have to have the want-toó. He is talking 

about grit, try and passion. Delmar says he does not get paid, not in dollars anyway. He is 

going to school. He gets to read the steer, read the horse, and read the cowboy. Just with 

dog training you have to read the dog, the trainers, and the horses. He says òTake notes 

from the animals. Thereõs only one animal that lies and thatõs a human.ó 

In conclusion, here are some of Delmarõs words of wisdom: òLeave every being you 

encounter happy. Leave people smiling, dogs wagging their tails and horses with their ears 

perked.ó 
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RECENT 

EVENTS 

Mid -South/ Region 6  

Meeting and Luncheon  

Mr. & Mrs. Edmond James  

with Solar Eclipse 

Shooting Dog of the Year 

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Small 

Winning All-Age Dog of the Year 

Phillips Offline 

Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan 

Burch 

pictured with  

Hendrixõs Dak Attack 

Derby Dog of the Year 

and Mr. Brad Kennedy 
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More from the Mid-South/Region 6 

Meeting and Lunch 

May 19, 2018 

Joey McAlexander  

Receiving his award for 

Sportsman of the Year 

Enjoying lunch  
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More  

Recent  

Happenings  

NBHA Awards Banquet 

July 28, 2018  

Overall Open Handler of the Year 

Gary Malzone (not pictured) 

Accepting on his behalf 

Dean Reinke and Marty Robinson 

Also pictured Tim Penn and Greg Blair 

Overall Amateur Handler of the Year 

Kenny Snow with his jacket & plaque 

Also pictured from left to right 

Tim Penn, Dean Reinke and Greg Blair 

 

Pictured are 

NBHA Officers 

and dog winners 

with their 

paintings 
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Bird Dog Museum Annual Volunteer & Sponsor DinnerñNovember 3 

Bird Dog Museum Gift Shop Christmas Open HouseñNovember 8 

Events  

 

AFTCA Dinner ñDecember 3  

February 6ð 9th : Springer Spaniel 

Field Trials & Banquet 

February 9: National Bird Dog 

Foundation Hall of Fame Inductions 

February 10: National Bird Dog 

Foundation Kick-Off Party 

February 11: National Field Trial 

Championships begin at Ames 

Plantation 

February 14: Bird Dog Foundation 

Fish Fry 
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Bird Dog Museum 

ñPawlidayò 

Fundraiser 

The National Bird Dog Museumõs annual òPawlidayó fundraiser has already begun!  This is the fifth year 

that the museum has had this Christmas season fundraiser, which was started especially for dog lovers. I 

hope that you have enjoyed seeing some of the Pawliday pictures that are shown in the Spring newsletter 

each year. There are some beautiful dogs out there with such great names! For a $5.00 donation, a paw 

print bearing your dogõs name will be displayed in the museumõs lobby. These will be the first thing 

visitors see as they enter the museum throughout the Christmas season. You can also submit a picture of 

your dog to be displayed with your paw. These photos can be mailed with your donation and information 

form (the next page of this newsletter) or emailed to cottonquaildog@att.net with the subject line 

Pawliday Fundraiser. Your name, your dogõs name, and your dogõs picture (if provided) will also be 

included in the museumõs spring newsletter. You can join the Pawliday fundraiser two ways: 

BY MAIL: The information form for this fundraiser is the next page of this newsletter ñjust complete the 

form, include your donation (check or money order) and dogõs photo (if desired), and mail to: 

The Bird Dog Foundation  

P.O. Box 774  

Grand Junction, TN 38039  

BY PHONE: Call us at 731 -764 -2058 and provide the necessary information and credit card number.  

Thank 

You 
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